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Samantha Bramm holds a Bachelor of Science in Music Education with a concentration 
in vocal/general music from Towson University. She recently finished her second school year 
as the choral/general music teacher at Mount View Middle School in the Howard County Public 
School System. She is thrilled to be back at Habimah for her third summer in a row to create 
happiness through vocal music! Sam teaches Voice.

Lisa Shifren is a portrait, events, and landscape photographer in the Baltimore area and has 
been taking photographs for over 25 years. Lisa majored in Imaging and Digital Art at the University 
of Maryland, and has also studied photography at the Maryland Institute College of Art. In addition 
to being a photographer and digital artist, Lisa works as a Jewish communal professional at Jewish 
Community Services in Baltimore Maryland with Holocaust survivors, who are the subjects of her 
body of work titled Grace. Dignity. Humility. Compassion. Photographic Portraits: The Holocaust 
Survivors of Baltimore.

Lisa has been invited to exhibit her work at The Pennsylvania State University in Harrisburg, Clarion 
University, The Rosenberg Gallery at Goucher College, The Baltimore City Yom Hashoah (Holocaust 

Remembrance Day) Commemoration, Gallery 788, The Social Security Administration, The Reeves Gallery, Roland Park Country 
School, The Norman and Sara Brown Art Gallery, The Maryland Institute College of Art, Amalie Rothschild Gallery, Creative 
Alliance Main Gallery, Load of Fun Studios, Herring Run Artists’ Network, School 33’s Open Studio Tour, Borrowed Blue Studios, 
Gallery 229, and The Center for Art and Visual Culture in Baltimore, MD.

Lisa’s work has been featured in The Baltimore Museum of Art Print, Drawing, and Photographic Society’s Newsletter, the 
Baltimore Jewish Times, Jewish Women International Magazine, JMORE Living Magazine, and on WYPR’s Maryland Morning. 
Lisa teaches Photography.

Amy T. Hairston is in her 12th year as a music teacher in Montgomery County, Maryland. 
She joined the Children’s Theater Production Company in 2015, serving as musical director of 
Wizard of Oz, Seussical and Habimah 2016. At Springbrook High School, she teaches IB Music, AP 
Music Theory, Guitar, Piano, and Chamber Choir. She enjoys teaching many subjects, especially 
musical theater. Mrs. Hairston earned her Master of Arts in Music Education in 2011 at the 
University of Maryland, College Park. Her musical theater experience includes vocal direction 
and coaching on many shows: Thoroughly Modern Millie, Footloose, Annie Get Your Gun, The 
Pajama Game, The Drowsy Chaperone, Little Shop of Horrors and Me and My Girl, Cinderella 
and Pippin. She also creates curriculum for and teaches musical theater classes for the UMD 
Summer Youth Music Camp. Mrs. Hairston lives in Columbia, MD with her husband and two sons.  
Am teaches Voice.
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MaryKate Newcomb, a specialist with Abrakadoodle is an artist who has been teaching 
for about 19 years in a variety of settings, from preschool to community college students. She 
usually works in watercolor or oil pastel, but recently she has been working in 3-D with melted 
crayons, pouring them into molds and then carving them. It is great fun, and very messy! She 
lives in Timonium with her husband and two sons. MaryKate teaches Mosaics and Jewelry.

Margaret Garland, a specialst with Sew Fabulous is a self-taught seamstress who has 
been sewing for more than 40 years. She took her education to the next level by studying the 
Paris/American School of Design in Paris, France and has participated in workshops at the 
famed Mood Fabric Store in New York City, NY.

Even with all that, her passion has always been teaching others how to sew. She has been a 
teacher for the Fashion Design Department at Baltimore City Community College and at FIT in 
North Carolina (NCSU). She has even volunteered to teach the elderly to sew in a nearby senior 
care facility. Her desire to teach has taken her out of her school and now you’ll find her in schools, 
hospitals, and church events! Her goal is to teach the art of sewing to everyone, young and old! 
Margaret teaches Sewing.

Katie Reynard is a local dance instructor with Karen Sachs Academy of Dance. She has 
been teaching for seven years now and thoroughly enjoys having the opportunity to work with 
children between the ages of three and eighteen. Katie brings a positive atmosphere to each 
dance class as the beauty of the art can only be expressed if the kids are enjoying themselves 
and having fun.  This will be Katie's second summer teaching hip hop with us at the Habimah 
Performing Arts Camp and she couldn't be more excited to have the opportunity to come back 
and work with our wonderful campers again. Katie teaches Hip Hop and Musical Theatre Dance.
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Carol Anstett, graduated from Rochester Institute of Technology with a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree in photography. For many years she has worked as a freelance photographer in the 
Baltimore area. Some of her clients include Johns Hopkins, Kennedy Krieger, Catholic Charities, 
the Associated and Baltimore Magazine to name just a few. Her documentary style served well 
as a means of illustrating annual reports, marketing brochures and editorial stories but her 
specialty has always been portraiture. She loves photographing and working with children and 
has been working as an art teacher for Abrakadoodle for the last ten years. She has three 
children and when she is not working or spending time with her family she can be found hiking 
with her two dogs. Carol teaches Photography and Art Masters.

Karen Webber, a new Baltimore resident, joins Abrakadoodle’s teaching team. Karen is 
an actor and singer. She also works in a variety of visual art mediums including collage and 
deconstructed fabric. Karen has staged plays with music taught in a variety of settings including 
summer camps, after-school programs, and in public parks. Karen makes her home in Mt 
Washington. Karen teaches Acting.

Alan Rhody, a Baltimore-based visual artist. I primarily work as a stone sculptor, using 
traditional carving techniques to create contemporary handcrafted artworks. I mostly work with 
marble; however, I also enjoy carving limestone, alabaster and soapstone. My professional art 
portfolio also includes digital graphics, fused glass, and true 3D holograms. I recently completed 
an Artist-In-Residence at Ohio State University’s Physics laboratory, which enabled me to utilize 
their specialized lasers and optical equipment to record holographic images of some of my 
stone artworks, creating a very unique mixed media display. My sculptures and other works are 
currently being exhibited at local and out of state galleries.  (Alan Rhody Arts -  www.arhody.com) 
Alan teaches Stone Sculpture and Media Arts.
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Adam Droneburg, is freelance producer and audio engineer who focuses on human 
interest, and complex sound design, to tell engaging stories grounded in place. He graduated 
from UMBC’s American Studies department, where he was first introduced to radio production 
by WYPR’s Aaron Henkin.\ While attending college Adam produce several radio shows for 
Communities in Transition, which focuses on amplifying the voices of Baltimore residents living 
in communities undergoing significant change. Adam went on to produce for several shows for 
WYPR, Midday, The Signal, The Marc Steiner Show, Out Of The Blocks, The Noir and Bizzare, and 
This American Life. Adam teaches Podcast.

Jamie Jennings (Eacker), is excited to join the  Habimah Camp family! Jamie is a proud 
member of Actors Equity Association and has performed Off-Broadway, all over MD/DC/VA area 
and even CHINA!  Signature Theatre, The Kennedy Center, Studio Theatre, Shakespere Theatre...
just to name a few! Jamie recently just got off of The Elephant and Piggie’s We’re In A Play 
National Tour that took her everywhere from LA to Canada! Now she has the privlage of playing 

“MOM”  to a baby girl; Jolene! Graduate of The American Musical and Dramatic Academy of NYC.  
Upnext for Jamie is Billy Elliot at Signature Theatre in VA! Jamie teaches Musical Theatre Dance.

Grace White, is a Baltimore County Public Schools teacher. She enjoys all things art, earth 
and education. When she’s not teaching music, art, or environmental sciences, she enjoys 
writing/producing music and performing with her 3 bands. She believes kindness, compassion, 
and creativity are key! Grace teaches Song Writing.
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Never have food challenge reality shows been so 
popular and Chopped! is a favorite here at Tiny and 
Gourmet Chefs! We like it so much we decided to base 
a whole week long camp on the concept. Our version 
has the added twist of focusing on different cuisines 
every day of camp. So, each day the Tiny and Gourmet 
Chef campers will be presented with a basket with 3 or 

4 ingredients, which reflect these different cuisines—
French, Italian, Mexican, Asian and “All-American”. 
Using those ingredients and working within those 
cuisines, they will challenge themselves to make 
mouthwatering specialties, traditional favorites and 
explore new ingredients, tastes and combinations.

Chopped!  (GC) 

Other Guest Artists include: 

Lauren Pederson; Costume Designer

Kristi Schaffner from JCC’s Children’s Theatre; Musical Theatre 

Marrianne Wittlesberger with Jokesters; Make Up Design 

Yonatan Grinberg with Baltimore Bows; Violin

Mike Leavey, magician and educator, currently performs in Professor Mike's Science is Magic Show.  The show 
combines educational content with magic and juggling.  Mike has been performing magic for 20 years. As a successful 
close-up magician, he has performed for all types of audiences, from corporate events to private parties and Bar Mitzvahs.

In addition to his magic career, Mike is a certified elementary school teacher and administrator and currently teaches 4th 
grade. He holds a Master in Teaching from Loyola University and has been the recipient of several educational honors. 

Mike teaches Magic. For more information on Professor Mike programs check www.scienceandmagicshow.com.


